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tion as well as the spelling of his name, was a perfect example of the
cautious Yankee. He was a self-made Connecticut citizen who had come
in from the country to Hartford to practice law and marry into a lead-
ing family. Very happy in the circle of his wife's distinguished relatives
and very conscious of his good fortune, he gratefully accepted patronage.
Careful always to be noncommittal, he had risen in Connecticut politics
by a strictly middle course and by several rapid shifts with the tide.
Never once did he differ from Buchanan, and he administered the Navy
carefully and according to precedent. He interfered neither with the
officers nor with the contractors.4
John Buchanan Floyd, Secretary of War, was much younger, only
fifty. A states' rights Virginian, he came of excellent family, his father
having been governor before him and Vice President Breckinridge (but
not Buchanan) being known as kin to him. He was remarkable in
nothing else. He was not particularly intelligent, energetic, efficient, or
interested. He was expansive and easy-going and was a poor adminis-
trator. He could be persuaded to participate in questionable practices,
though not to his own advantage. He was accompanied by his business
manager, Robert W. Latham. Through him he gave unfortunate con-
fidence to so-called friends, particularly some New York speculators
and army contractors; in fact "careless" is the word that describes him.
Buchanan was to have many anxious moments because of Floyd's
unfitness for his position. As the observant Edmund Ruffin confided to
his diary at this time, "In Ex-Gov. Floyd's integrity, public or private,
I have no confidence."5
The last three members of the cabinet were in their forties, and the
President came nearer to friendship with them than with their elders.
Thompson, Black, and Cobb formed a pleasant social group. Mrs.
Thompson and Mrs. Cobb were intimate, and Buchanan enjoyed their
society, particularly Mrs. Thompson's. Jacob Thompson was a matter-
of-fact, humorless, relendess, and ambitious self-made man who lived
by careful calculation. He could be vindictive to the point of embracing
questionable means of retaliation. He had been an unattractive, un-
happy boy at home in North Carolina. After an early break with his
father he had set out on his own in the young and growing state of
Mississippi, where he amassed political power and a fortune. He had